Variants are arts of the devil.
This story I will tell has three phases: (1) the rise of early modern textual criticism of the Hebrew Bible in the era of Christian humanism; (2) the intensified stakes of text-critical issues in the Protestant-Catholic controversy after Trent; and (3) the nexus between the rise of the orthodox doctrine of biblical inerrancy and the modern method of textual criticism of the Hebrew Bible.3 The story has many more players and details than I can address; hence this is a broad brush account that attends to the major sweep of these mostly forgotten events, which nonetheless still resound in our present academic and theological discourses.
Textual Criticism and Christian Humanism
The first work that systematically applied the 
